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501 Witherspoon Building,
FPhiladelphia, Pa.
November 12, 1917.

iiss Cora D. Reeves, FPhe.
Ginling College,
Nanking, China.

My dear kiss Reeves:

I enclose two copies of the contract be-
tween you and the Ginling Coumumittee. Will you sign both,
keeping one and returninc the other to me ? You notice
that this contract is absolutely for one year, and gives
no hint of the great hopes which the Comnittee entertain
that you will be able to stay longer. It seemed best to
us to leave that formal statement to be made when you
find out whether it will bLe satisfactory to yourself and
to the College to have you remain: it can then be taken
up again dephovo and another contract signed by us both
which will eover the new situation.

I aw thinking of you now as at the College,
beginuing to get settled and already interested in your

Chinese girls. I hope that you will find it possible to
make use of the laboratory eguipuent of Nanking University,
thus supplementing the meager equipment which the College
has at present, and that you will find it will be possible
to secure some of the necessities from the funds of the
College for permanent equipment.

I have had & letter from krs. Thurston tell=-
ing of the warw welcome they gave to kiss Chester and kiss
Brown, and how they too began immediately to work and
seemed well gualified to fit kn. I think if anything,
your welcoume will be more hearty because their hope for a
biological teacher was longer deferred.

Trusting that it will be a great joy to you,
and that I may occasionally hear frowm you, believe ue

Cordially yours,

Chairman, Candidate Committee,
Ginling College.
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Dear Rebecca:?
Unless I record this before memofy fades you
won't share Mr., & Mrs, Gunn, Rockefeller Foundation folks and
Raymond Fosdick. I had gone to the 1little village of
Moh 1ling gwan for the purpose of letting Mereb M, see what I
see of opportunities now inviting our girls to enter lay workers
wide open doors. I'm glad that Miss Yuen and Miss Riechers
have left the rural field of W.F.M.S. to Miss Gahlaher who sees
Jesus in the carpenter shop as well as on the cross and crucified
as well as making village utensils and preaching. I've quite decided

that leaving out thirty years in the village industry for Jesus

on leaves out an important part in the 1life of One who said "I am

the light of the world.

Letter continued in long-hand
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He's dead. A fine young life is gone.

Bagerness, joy, a strength ef character were his.
It's hard to understand,

And yet he was prepared.

God gave him toc know, somehow,

And he was ready;

His death 1s net a herrer, but

Becomes a thing of deep unending beauty

In the strength his,é parents shcw,

They make of sorrOW%g fountailn

Te search for understanding, and then
Te o'er flow with faith,
By heart experiences like these

We grew to knew eur Ged.
Margaret Steward, March 24, 1936
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August 26th, 1936

My dear Rebeccas

The plan to write to you on my birthday was set aside because it was my
one chance to visit with Elizabeth on her way up to Szechuan, Dju Yk-bao had gotten
8 oar for showing Lillieth and me about Shanghai Saturday afternoon, She took us
to old oity and Nine Turn Bridge of Willow Patern fame and § Pine Tree Garden and a
new Civio Center on the way to Woo Sung beyond Shanghai College, Then we returned
to find Miss Li, Eliszabeth, and Burgo at their steamer Just landing, and to pick up
Elizabeth to show Civic Center to her and Woo Sung at sunset. It was very nice to
be received back thus and quite pleased E. Eva came down, got there later, I've
not seen her but someone at church saw her. She came from Peiping the 15th to get
some work done. Her sister will come later.

My really principal reason for being quite set on seeing Elizabeth was to
ask whether my notion that Ginling College needs a policy on retirement at sixty-five
was in her mind sound. She assured me her father had found it so at Goucher and was
equally understanding that the policy must be established for our foreign staff in
America. I sounded out Mary Chen and found she as a member of the Executive Committee
would not be easily persuaded to pass such action. She says and rightly that it is
not Chinese to turn off your old people. Perhaps I should not be much nuisance
living in a cormer on the hill top but action must apply to myself first or it will
be received as personal. I fondly imagine I can find plenty to do of extreme interest
if I don't run the Biolojgy Department at G, C, and am resolved that the fondness of
early alumnae for this teacher shall not lead the college into situations of greater
inefficiency and more heartbreak. Lillieth sees as I do that the matter should ocome
up now if the age limit is to be sixty-five. I find from Miss Kessler with W.FeM.Se
it is furlough nearest 68th birthday that means retirement, but requests from field
may bring the person back for short temm or year to year service. If necessary to
have unity among the Boards concerned I should be willing to truce G. C. C, and
would hope W. F. M. S. would yield to whatever you folks pass. Action governing
Chinese staff probably better be left for Chinese. Mrs. Tsen is the only one near
the age limit and its more necessary to hold her than almost anyone. I think with
teaching staff the tendency to fossilize is greater among women than among men. That
particular danger is likely not great at present but for a longer future it will
Hochponexx 1ikely be a reason for such a regulation. It will be easier for Chinexme
staff here to recommend or for Board of Directors to take action for Chinese staff
as the time oomes toward need for action (perhaps still twenty years ahead) if foreign
staff whosesalary comes from Amerioca are regulated from their boards or G. C. C.

Even the prospect of retiring Dr. Wu at 65 or 68 I hope will mean having someone else
ready for her place. Surely you are a very logiedl person to urge this aoction.

As to Mrs. Thurston returning to build the big dormitory, no Chinese have
I heard rejoice at the prospect. If the only building which can be built with money
from America is this proposed dormitory they reason they better accept it but they
all agree that rooms with south facing are immensely to be desired., The fact that
four dormitories have east and west rooms does not make them wish more of the same
sorts The little house here on the hill confirms their desire for south rooms for




comfort for both sumner and winter. There are places for two south facing dormitories
beside 1 e. n. and south thespur of hill that comes toward 100 pond, Chinese do not
so much admire our architecture. Dr. Wu feels badly over its having so much waster
attic space. The money invested does not give efficiency, it might is her feeling

I believe, 1I'll trust you to get at the truth if you want it but you'll probably
have to do it when you two are alone exchanging or sharing immost thoughts. Also

you may find whether for all values involved  she'd see the policy for uniform
retirement not on campus as worth setting up. I d@on't know what I shall do but I'm
degd sure I can trust the rest of my life to be in God's care and that's enough,

Freshman Week seemed to pass without incident but the scattered faculty
busy getting settled saw less of these new students than usual. X would appear that
Administration with Elsie Priest, Treasurer

Mr, Chen, full time assistant
Wu Mojd, Registrar
Mr. (Giang) full time assistant
Miss Morris, full time librarian
Miss Wu, full time librarian trained in library science in Hankow
Miss Li Dzi-djen, Social Dean
Miss Geo Ren-ih, Alumnae Secretary
President
President's Chinese seoretary Mr. Ming
. . " Miss Tsu
. English " Miss Loomis
A typist
Business Manager
Half time assistant

Mrs. Chen and her sssistants for dormitories is a bit top heavy but hope
Dr. Wu will feel she has adequate help. Dr. Gale goes at the precesses of preventive
medicine with all sorts of exams to spot defects or health handiocaps and with the
most effective nurse to be in ocharge to follow up. It makes the student health build-
ing program at Ginling unusually find.

EKatherine Sutherland and Blanche Wu are again my house mates. They seem to
revel in the system and simplicity of the household. We eat out=of=doom most of the
time mornings and nights if people came for supper in time, i.e. before mosquitoes
get busy. The new dormitory up here will be ready probably before this reaches you.
It is quite good. It should be easy to heat with all south rooms, low ceilings,
furnace and some heating pipes under the floor of down-stairs rooms. En lan, Moh i,
Chang 8iao S8umg, Chen Ping dju, Dr. Wu, Miss Loomis, Miss Morris, Miss Haight will
move in. That is eight in building for fifteen. Miss Mossman likes to be nearer
work. She would find the path to new dorm. diffioult, Esther Tappert also likes
the independence of East Court and the reasonable prive of life there, as do the
younger Chinese staff,

We read the poems at once and Blanche copies the last one which she liked
a lot. She is reading Meditations on the Guss while I finish Weatherhead's Discipleship.
Have you read that book? I'm finding it full of helpful suggestions. I'll be deep
in meditations when this reaches you.

Lots of love to you =
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